VII

CONTEMPORARY IDEALISM
I
MAHATMA   GANDHI
Though Mahatma Gandhi is not an academical philosopher, one
can best understand Indian idealism by studying his life and
work. Though he does not give us a system of philosophy in
writing, yet his life itself is a system of philosophy. In him does
the statement that Indian Philosophy is a way of life and not
merely a way of thought find a worthy illustration. For him
philosophy is a way of life first and a way of thought next. His
life systematized its plan of work and expressed it in practice,
not exactly in theory. Philosophy as life reflected on itself is life
that has become self-conscious, and his self-consciousness expresses
itself now and then as a theory of his practice. Mahatma Gandhi
did not start either as a poet or as a philosopher. Like Buddha he
was urged on to experiment with truth by the evil present in the
world, the inequalities and injustices meted out by man to man.
Certainly he did not start his life without a philosophical back-
ground; and that background is Hindu Philosophy. But Hindu
Philosophy is so vague and comprehensive a term that it may
mean anything or nothing. It may mean some sectarian religion
without any philosophy worthy of the name or it may mean a
most thoroughly developed system. A number of philosophical
ideas that are found in many Indian systems including Jainism
and Buddhism are the common property of almost every Indian
and are woven into the web of his thought and action. But the
mere possession of these ideas does not make a philosopher.
Mahatma Gandhi must have started with the same stock and
gathered other ideas from Tolstoy, Ruskin, etc. But what makes
his writings particularly interesting is not this philosophical
background, but the fact that he rediscovered his philosophical
ideas by the sheer necessity of his life demanding a plan of action
with a theoretical justification. These ideas, like the.idea of
trath, are therefore not dead concepts for him but living forces
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